
ASA Section on Statistical Consulting 
Executive Committee Minutes 

May 23, 2017 
 

Attendance 
Present: Chuck Kincaid, Chair; Christopher H. Holloman, Past-Chair; Ralph M. Turner, 
Secretary / Treasurer; Harry Dean Johnson, Program Chair; Mary J. Kwasny, Publications 
Officer; Vaneeta Kaur Grover, Newsletter Editor; Bruce A. Craig, Consulting Section 
Representative; Kirsten E. Eilertson, Consulting Section Representative; Ravi Makhija, 
Webmaster 

 
Absent: Xiaoyue Niu, Program Chair-Elect; Edward R. Jones, Executive Committee; 
George Luta, Executive Committee; Sarah J. Kalicin, Council of Sections Governing Board 
Vice-Chair; Rick G. Peterson, Staff Liaison; Kim Love, Chair-Elect 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM (Eastern Time) 
 

2. Welcome: Chuck Kincaid 
Chuck took roll and then provided an overview of the meeting schedule and reports. He 
announced that the JSM Executive Committee meeting will be on Monday July 31 in the 
morning. A room assignment has not been designated yet. 
 

3. Secretary/Treasurer:  Ralph (Mac) Turner 
 
The fund balance in our account was $15,104.77 at the beginning of the year.  As of now, 
we have a fund balance of $18,854.76.  Since the beginning of the year, we have brought 
in $2,518.00 in member dues and have made $139.27 in allocated interest and 
dividends. 
 
Chuck and Mac discussed the financial results of the Collaboration Essentials: 
Structuring One-on-one Meetings Webinar presented by Eric Vance and Heather Smith. 
The Webinar drew 31 participants and brought in $1,490.00 in revenue.  Total expenses 
were $1,394.62, which gave us a $95.38 profit. This is a very positive outcome.  
  

4. Program Chair: Dean Johnson 
 

Dean announced that the Travel Award winner is Gary Sullivan. However, Gary cannot 
receive the monetary prize due to company policy. He will get the certificate. 
 
The next issue focused on how to incorporate the JSM app for voting on awards for 
presentations at the upcoming JSM. Other groups are using it and have said it helps a lot 
with the voting. However, no one at this meeting were experienced with using it and we 
will need some instruction about how it will work. Dean is going to follow-up by talking 
with Rick Petersen to find out the details of how we would operationalize using the app 
and determining when we will get data and how. Our intended use will be to select the 
best contributed paper (in a regular contributed paper session) and the best 
contributed poster submitted to the Section. Dean pointed out that we only have a 
couple of posters for JSM 2017 and he asked if it is relevant to give the award. Others 
suggested that it serves to encourage poster submissions in the future.  



 
Dean announced that this year we do not have to worry about getting door prize 
donations for mixer because it is being taken care of by one of the co-sponsoring 
sections. He believes that we have a really good program coming up this year. He sent 
out an email with the program components so that folks can maneuver the conference 
more easily. 
 
Chuck asked if Dean and the Program Committee need anything to help prepare for JSM. 
Dean could not think of anything. Then Chuck discussed the joint mixer. We believe the 
other sections are covering the costs.  They are certainly organizing the food and drinks. 
There are a lot of common members across these groups.  Last year, our mixer cost was 
$3,120, so Chuck suggested offering drink tickets for CNSL; however, the group 
suggested offering a drink ticket for everyone. Chuck and Dean will do more research 
about this. 
The Business Meeting schedule is below. 
 
Meeting Title:  Section on Statistical Consulting Business Meeting 
Date:  Tuesday, 8/1/2017 
Start Time:   5:30 PM 
End Time:  6:30PM 
Room Name:  H-Key Ballroom 4 
Room Set:  Classroom 
CC=Baltimore Convention Center  
H= Hilton Baltimore Hotel (401 West Pratt Street)  
 

5. Webmaster:  Ravi Makhija 
 

Ravi is working on getting historical data about who uses our website. There is data on 
who comes to CNSL site: 565 referrals, 56 Google, AMSTAT.org 29. He suggested that if 
we want to drive more traffic to the website, perhaps we should have links on the about 
the Webinar and other programs posted on our website as well as elsewhere on the ASA 
site. The site currently gets about 7-9 unique visitors per day. There was a noticeable 
bump on May 19, which might have coincided with the announcement for the new 
webinar. 
 

6. Publications:  Mary Kwasny 
 
The Consultant’s Corner update was launched. Mary hopes everyone has seen it and 
enjoyed it. There are several new possibilities in the works. One topic suggestion was 
for a topic where she interviews several consultants about an issue. In addition, Steve 
Simon has agreed to write a couple more topics. There was a discussion about the value 
of a web page and that will become an article. She hopes to put out an article on what to 
do at JSM. This was followed by a discussion about what folks have gotten out of JSM. 
Vaneeta asked Mary if she intends to give an overview of the upcoming JSM sessions and 
Mary said yes. Vaneeta offered to include Mary’s article in the newsletter too. Chuck 
asked that people send ideas to Mary. She still has a week before the next newsletter 
goes out. 
 

 
7. Newsletter Editor:  Vaneeta Grover 



 
The winter issue was successfully published. Vaneeta thanked everyone for their 
contributions. The summer issue will be coming out in July and will contain an overview 
of the JSM sessions or Mary’s article on what will be happening at JSM. That is to be 
determined. Chuck will be writing a President’s corner article which is due June 26.  She 
said she will also describe the joint mixer and encourage people to attend. Vaneeta 
brought up the issue of the Assistant Newsletter Editor and questioned whether she 
needs an assistant. Chuck pointed out that the assistant is somebody who can take over 
when she wants to resign. Vaneeta agreed that plan made sense to her. 

 
 
8. Council of Sections:  Bruce Craig and Kirsten Eilertson 
 

Bruce indicated that Council of Sections has been very quiet and not much going on over 
the last few months.  He pointed out that everyone have received the election results 
and emails about collaboration workshop.  He will have a fuller report at our JSM 
morning meeting. 

 
 
9. Committees: 

Nominations Committee: Chris Holloman 
 
Chris is working on appointing a third person to the Nominations Committee.  He has 
contacted several people and is waiting to hear back from him. Chris pointed out that it 
is a good way to contribute to the Section because you can help other people run for 
office. Chris and Chuck said that there is some confusion about the slate of offices that 
should be up for election, but Chuck and Chris will sort this out. They plan to work with 
Rick Petersen to find out the correct timing of office elections. 
 
Mentoring Award Committee: Vaneeta Grover 
 
We still have no mentoring award candidates. She thinks that the requirement of listing 
abstracts and publications is turning people off, so she intends to drop that 
requirement. The big push has to be on encouraging folks to nominate mentors. 
Hopefully, next year we will have nominations. Chuck pointed out it is a great award and 
encourages people to value mentoring. 

 
10. Initiatives 
 

Webinars:  Chuck provided the report in George’s absence. There are three webinars 
planned for the year. Eric Vance and Heather Smith’s presentation was very well 
received and drew 31 participants.  Coming up, Elaine Eisenbeisz, Kim Love, and Karen 
Grace-Martin will present on “How to be a Successful Independent Statistical 
Consultant.” Later, Sean Lopp will present “Shiny 101: From Nothing to Published.” The 
group raised questions about where money comes from and what are the cost centers. 
Chuck provided an overview and summarized by stating that the registration fee 
essentially covers the cost of production. 

 
11. Continuing initiatives 
 



Community topic of the month: Chris Holloman 
 

Chris has lined up a couple topics of the month. He reported that the first one did not 
generate a lot of interest. He is open to ideas from others, so please feel free to contact 
him. He has discussed a new one new idea with Vaneeta and has sent her a list of other 
potential topics. Chris summarized by saying that some topics work and some don’t, but 
that is OK.  It is worthwhile for people to know what folks are thinking about. 

 
12. Old Business:  
 

No old business was put forward. 
 
 
13. New Business:  
 

No new business put forward. 
 
14. The meeting was adjourned at 1:52 PM (Eastern Time) 
 
 
Ralph (Mac) Turner, Ph.D. 
Recording Secretary 


